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Part 1:  Item No. 

 

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR, PLACE  

 

TO 
PROPERTY AND REGENERATION BRIEFING 

ON 22ND NOVEMBER 2021 (FOR DECISION) 

 

TITLE: Salford Crescent - Funding to support Crescent Innovation District 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It is recommended that the Deputy City Mayor: 

 
1. Approves the Council entering into a grant funding agreement with NW Evergreen 

Holdings for the receipt of a maximum sum of £200,000 in relation to the Evergreen 

Surplus Grant Funding for Salford Innovation District.  

 

2. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor and Chief 

Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, commercial and 

contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed grant from NW Evergreen 

Holdings to the Council. 

 

3. Notes the receipt of a maximum sum of £100,000 from TfGM in relation to District 

development funding for Salford Rise.   

 

4. Approves the Council entering into a grant funding agreement with English Cities 

Fund for the provision of onward funding of the maximum sum of £296,500 in relation 

to Evergreen Surplus Grant Funding and TfGM District development priorities funding 

to develop design and delivery proposals for Salford Rise and outline proposals for 

Salford Innovation Park. 

 

5. Provides delegated authority to the Strategic Director Place, City Solicitor and Chief 

Finance Officer to negotiate and finalise the detailed financial, commercial and 

contractual arrangements in respect of the proposed onward grant from the Council 

to English Cities Fund. 

 

6. Authorises the City Solicitor to enter into and complete all necessary agreements or 

documents to give effect to the above recommendations. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Council has made a successful grant application to GMCA to secure a maximum sum of 

£200,000 from the Evergreen Surplus Fund in respect of the Crescent Innovation District 

within the Crescent Development Framework area.  The funding is to support the following: 

a) £150,000 to develop the business case for Salford Rise (a major piece of 

infrastructure within the innovation District) in support of the grant application for 

Levelling Up Fund; and, 

b) £50,000 to commission studies to assess feasibility and undertake outline design to 

re-purpose existing commercial assets at Salford Innovation Park. 

In addition to the Evergreen Surplus Fund, the Council has also been successful in securing 

£100,000 from TfGM under the district development priorities funding.  This funding is also to 

support the development of design and delivery proposals for Salford Rise in support of the 

application to the Levelling Up Fund. 

In order to draw down the grant from the Evergreen Surplus Fund a grant funding agreement 

is required to be entered into between the Council and NW Evergreen Holdings. 

The Council will onward fund £196,500 Evergreen Surplus Funding and £100,000 TfGM 

funding (total maximum sum of £246,500) to its development and delivery partner English 

Cities Fund in respect of business case costs for Salford Rise, and to develop outline 

proposals for Salford Innovation Park.  

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the grant funding arrangements to develop 

the proposals for Salford Innovation District.   

 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

Report of Strategic Director for Place to The City Mayor’s Property and Regeneration Briefing 

on 12TH April 2021 – Levelling Up Fund Salford Rise. 

Report of Strategic Director for Place to The City Mayor’s Property and Regeneration Briefing 

on 25TH January 2021 – Approval of the Crescent Development Framework 2021. 

 

KEY DECISION: NO 

 

DETAILS: 
1.0 Evergreen Surplus Funding 

1.1 In March 2021 GMCA confirmed £3.5m was available to support Districts in developing 

business cases to bring forward schemes within agreed GM Growth Locations to 

support strategic development.  The aspirations for which were as follows: 

 Creating a pipeline of deliverable sites that can start on site 2022/23 in readiness 

of future rounds of funding being made available by Government; and 
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 Develop broader Growth Location proposals that then define the interventions 

required to be delivered 

1.2 The monies made available are sourced from surpluses generated through the North 

West Evergreen fund, and GMCA allocated each district with an initial allocation of 

£350,000. 

1.3 The approach to prioritising proposals for this funding, and securing agreement, is 

linked to fit with: ERDF Evergreen funding priorities; GM policies; confirmation of match 

funding; and, confirmation that the scheme includes a commercial element.  In addition, 

schemes must be located within a GM Growth Location, fit with GM strategic priorities, 

be able to draw down spend by March 2022.  

1.4 The outcome of an assessment undertaken of Salford’s regeneration pipeline identified 

that the Crescent Innovation Zone should be put forward, to include: 

 £150k to develop the design and delivery proposals for Salford Rise, in support 

of a £13m Levelling Up Bid 

 £50k for studies to assess feasibility and undertake outline design to re-purpose 

existing commercial Council assets in Salford Innovation Park 

 

1.5 The proposal was accepted by GMCA, and we are now preparing to enter into a grant 

funding agreement with NW Evergreen Holdings subject to agreement of terms and 

receipt of the delegated approval. 

2.0 TfGM funding 

2.6 In May 2021 TfGM allocated funding to each of the GM districts to finance scheme 

development funding to support the GMIP transport pipeline. 

2.7 Salford were successful in gaining support of £100,000 for development of the design 

and delivery proposals for Salford Rise. 

2.8 The funding from TfGM will be drawn down in arrears following verification by 

Corporate Services and sign off from Section 151 officer.  

3.0 Salford Crescent  

3.1 The City Council entered into a partnership with University of Salford and English City 

Fund (ECF) in March 2020 following an OJEU compliant procurement process and the 

Partners have produced a new development framework for the area. The Crescent 

Development Framework, adopted on 25th January 2021 provides the overarching 

framework and development principles across the 102 hectare area and sets the 

strategic context for the area. The Framework establishes the following development 

zones each with their own characteristics: Crescent Zone, Adelphi Zone, Peel Park 

Campus, Transport Zone, Innovation Zone North, Health and Innovation Zone and 

Parks and River. 
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Salford Innovation District 

3.2 The Crescent Framework area sits in a strategic location within the Salford Innovation 

Triangle which comprises an internationally significant clustering of innovative activity 

across a range of sectors incorporating Salford Quays and MediaCityUK, the University 

of Salford and Salford Royal Hospital. 

 

3.3 The Innovation Zone identified in the Crescent Development Framework aims to 

capitalise on the broader economic and innovation potential of the area.  Through the 

development of a dedicated ‘zone’, a new innovation district will forge stronger links 

between University teaching, research activities and partnership and collaboration 

between research and industry.  Located in the north west of the Crescent 

Development Framework area the new district includes existing University assets 

reflecting research specialisms of Robotics & Autonomous Systems, Built Environment, 

Acoustics and Health.  It also encompasses the Salford Council owned Innovation 

Park. 

 

3.4 The Innovation Zone will bring economic growth and added value to the Salford 

economy - as a whole it is expected to deliver £200m of commercial development, over 

6,000 additional jobs and additional £416m additional GVA and £7.5m in additional 

business rates. 

 

Salford Rise 

 

3.5 Currently Crescent Innovation Zone is divided in two sections by Frederick Road which 

forms a barrier running in an East-to–West direction. Therefore, a key objective for the 

development of this Zone is to remove this barrier through development of a major 

piece of infrastructure which will be, in essence, a podium / public realm connection 

over Frederick Road, with upgrading of Frederick Road to improve connectivity around 

the edge of the masterplan. The proposal is known as ‘Salford Rise’. 

 

3.6 Salford Rise is a key element of the creation of place within the Crescent Innovation 

zone and will create a safe pedestrian zone and enhance pedestrian and cycle 

connectivity within the area. Alongside improving connectivity, the development of the 

Frederick Road podium and creation of a new central plaza within the Crescent 

Innovation Zone will provide amenity space to facilitate collaboration of ideas between 

employees, students and staff. 

 

3.7 Designs for Salford Rise have been progressed by ECf, as the appointed delivery 

partner for Salford Crescent, to inform a grant application for Levelling Up Fund made 

in June 2021.  Should funding be secured delivery will commence in 2022. 

 

Salford Innovation Park – review and repurpose of existing assets  

 

3.8 The Council is in ownership of several existing assets within Salford Innovation Park in 

the form of managed workspace (Salford Innovation Forum) alongside smaller office 

and industrial units.  Occupation is low alongside the current specification of the 

accommodation not suiting the needs of potential occupiers. The Council, and its 
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partners, therefore wish to invest Evergreen grant to commission studies to assess 

future demand, market and design needs to repurpose these assets as a first measure; 

to re-animate and re-purpose as part of the strategic ambition for the Crescent 

Innovation Zone that forms a key part of the wider Crescent development programme.       

4.0 Evergreen Surplus Grant Funding Agreement 

4.1 In order to draw down the £200,000 Evergreen Surplus grant for Salford Innovation 

District, a grant funding agreement (GFA) is to be entered into between the Council 

and NW Evergreen Holdings (the Evergreen Funding Agreement).  This will show the 

grant allocation, the purpose and extent of the Grant, alongside conditions relating to 

management and payment of the Grant.   

4.2 A GFA has been issued by GMCA and Shared Legal Services have been instructed 

and are currently in the process of reviewing the draft document for agreement.   

4.3 Under the terms of the agreement the Evergreen Surplus Funding is only to be used for 

the approved purpose (to support design and development of Salford Rise and Salford 

Innovation Park) prior to end March 2022 (and at the very most no later than March 

2023).  The payment of grant is conditional on match funding of £200,000 being 

committed to the purpose, and grant can be claimed against costs incurred on 

provision of a completed grant claim form, evidence of costs being incurred and 

evidence of competitive tendering or an agreed fee. The match funding of £200,000 

derives from ECf based on costs already incurred in developing the Salford Rise 

business case.        

4.4 If the Council is unable to comply with any terms of the Grant Agreement then NW 

Evergreen Holdings may reduce, suspend or withhold grant.  Where grant has already 

been paid, they may require all or part of the grant to be repaid.   

5.0 ECf Onward Grant Funding Agreement 

5.5 As the Council’s appointed delivery partner within Salford Crescent, ECf have already 

incurred design and development costs in respect of Salford Rise to support the Levelling 

Up bid.  The Evergreen Surplus Funding (£146,500) and TfGM development funding 

(£100,000) will be onward funded to ECf to support these costs.  In addition, the £50,000 

Evergreen surplus funding for commissioning studies relating to the Salford Innovation 

Park will also be onward funded to ECf to manage. 

 

5.6 The residual £3,500 of Evergreen surplus funding will be used to offset the Council’s 

costs incurred in obtaining Subsidy Control advice relating to the Levelling Up bid.   

 

5.7 It is therefore proposed that the Council will enter into an onward grant funding 

agreement for £296,500 with ECf which as a minimum passes on the Council’s 

obligations under the Evergreen Funding Agreement as set out above. 
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KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  

Crescent Development Framework (January 2021). 

 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 

The Salford Innovation District forms part of the Salford Crescent Development Framework, 

for which a community impact assessment has previously been undertaken.    

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low 

In relation to the grant allocation for Salford Rise and Salford Innovation Park, the obligations 

in the Evergreen Funding Agreement will be transferred to ECf via a back-to-back legal 

agreement.  It is considered low risk of the Council of not being able to meet the terms of the 

grant funding agreement given ECF have already incurred the cost and developed an initial 

business case for Salford Rise.   

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Lauren Armstrong.   

Legal shall be happy to advise on the grant funding agreement between the Council and 

Evergreen Holdings Limited for £200,000. The form of agreement is broadly similar to grant 

agreements which the Council has previously entered into with Evergreen Holdings.  

As always, it is important that the Council complies with the terms of the grant funding 

agreement (in particular ensuring that the fund is only used for eligible expenditure and any 

timescales around expenditure and reporting) are adhered too. Otherwise the Council may be 

at risk of Evergreen seeking clawback of the funding for failure to comply. 

The report refers to utilising funding from TfGM of £100,000, and Evergreen Surplus Funding 

of £196,500. Use of this funding must comply with any conditions applicable to these funding 

streams (if any). The commitment of these two funding sources shall enable the Council to 

meet and exceed its match funding under the Evergreen Grant Agreement of £200,000. 

Legal can draft a suitable ‘back to back’ agreement with English Cities Fund in respect of the 

total grant funding of £296,500. This agreement shall flow down the key obligations on the 

Council under the Evergreen Funding Agreement, in addition to any Council-specific provisions 

around use of the funding and intended outcomes, to ensure that the grant is used for the 

purposes intended and protect the Council’s position insofar as possible. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Natalie Birchall Tel 793 2316 

 13.10.201 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the grant funding arrangements to develop 

the proposals for Salford Innovation District.   
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Approval is required to enter into a grant funding agreement with NW Evergreen Holdings for 

the receipt of a maximum sum of £200,000 in relation to the Evergreen Surplus Grant Funding 

for Salford Innovation District.   

The Council has also been successful in securing £100,000 from TfGM under the district 

development priorities funding.  This funding is also to support the development of design 

and delivery proposals for Salford Rise in support of the application to the Levelling Up Fund. 

The report details the spend proposals and seeks approval to enter into a grant funding 
agreement with English Cities Fund to maximum sum of £296,500 in relation to Evergreen 
Surplus Grant Funding and TfGM District development priorities funding.  
The residual £3,500 of Evergreen surplus funding will be used to offset the Council’s costs 

incurred in obtaining Subsidy Control advice relating to the Levelling Up bid. 

 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Deborah Derbyshire.  Tel 686 6244 

 
There are no procurement implications as the report is seeking approval of grant 

funding contributing to the Salford Crescent Master Plan, once agreed will be 
transferred to English Cities Fund who were successful in a competitive dialogue 

procurement exercise.  
 

 

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: n/a 

There are no HR implications arising from this proposal.  

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Sarah Heslop 

The proposals set out in this report relate to (a) the design and development of proposals for 

Salford Rise and (b) the commission of studies to assess feasibility and undertake outline 

design to re-purpose existing commercial assets in Salford Innovation Park.    

The development of these proposals will explore the approach to sustainable design and 

development proposals.  

A key objective for the development of the Salford Innovation District is to remove existing 

infrastructure barriers creating, through the development of Salford Rise, a new podium / 

public realm connection over Frederick Road.  This will facilitate enhanced pedestrian and 

cycle connectivity within the area and contribute to reducing the environmental footprint of 

the Crescent. 

 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 

Not applicable

 

CONTACT OFFICERS:    
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Sarah Heslop, Group Leader Development 

 

Kurt Partington, Head of Development 

Currently working from home and available 

via email sarah.heslop@salford.gov.uk and 

MS Teams  

Currently working from home and available 

via email kurt.partington@salford.gov.uk and 

MS Teams 

 

 

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: Pendleton & Charlestown 

mailto:sarah.heslop@salford.gov.uk
mailto:kurt.partington@salford.gov.uk

